
Pakistan

Geography

Location: Southern Asia, bordering the Arabian Sea, between India
and Iran

Area:
total area: 803,940 sq km
land area: 778,720 sq km

Land boundaries: total 6,774 km, Afghanistan 2,430 km, China 523
km, India 2,912 km, Iran 909 km

Coastline: 1,046 km

Maritime claims:
contiguous zone: 24 nm
continental shelf: 200 nm or to the edge of the continental margin
exclusive economic zone: 200 nm



territorial sea: 12 nm

Climate: mostly hot, dry desert; temperate in northwest; arctic in
north

Terrain: flat Indus plain in east; mountains in north and northwest;
Balochistan plateau in west

Natural resources: land, extensive natural gas reserves, limited
petroleum, poor quality coal, iron ore, copper, salt, limestone

Land use:
arable land: 23%
permanent crops: 0%
meadows and pastures: 6%
forest and woodland: 4%
other: 67% (1993)

Irrigated land: 170,000 sq km (1992)

Environment:
current issues: water pollution from raw sewage, industrial wastes,
and agricultural runoff; limited natural fresh water resources; a
majority of the population does not have access to potable water;
deforestation; soil erosion; desertification



natural hazards: frequent earthquakes, occasionally severe
especially in north and west; flooding along the Indus after heavy
rains (July and August)

Note: controls Khyber Pass and Bolan Pass, traditional invasion
routes between Central Asia and the Indian Subcontinent

People

Population: 131,541,920 (July 1995 est.)

Age structure:
0-14 years: 44% (female 28,033,354; male 29,777,818)
15-64 years: 52% (female 33,456,410; male 35,109,482)
65 years and over: 4% (female 2,556,846; male 2,608,010) (July
1995 est.)

Population growth rate: 1.28% (1995 est.)

Birth rate: 41.8 births/1,000 population (1995 est.)



Death rate: 12.07 deaths/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Net migration rate: -16.93 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Infant mortality rate: 99.5 deaths/1,000 live births (1995 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:
total population: 57.86 years
male: 57.18 years
female: 58.56 years (1995 est.)

Total fertility rate: 6.35 children born/woman (1995 est.)

Nationality:
noun: Pakistani(s)
adjective: Pakistani

Ethnic divisions: Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashtun (Pathan), Baloch, Muhajir
(immigrants from India and their descendents)

Religions: Muslim 97% (Sunni 77%, Shi'a 20%), Christian, Hindu,
and other 3%



Languages: Urdu (official), English (official; lingua franca of
Pakistani elite and most government ministries), Punjabi 64%,
Sindhi 12%, Pashtu 8%, Urdu 7%, Balochi and other 9%

Literacy:
total population: 35%
male: 47%
female: 21%

Government

Names:
conventional long form: Islamic Republic of Pakistan
conventional short form: Pakistan
former: West Pakistan

Type: republic

Capital: Islamabad

Independence: 14 August 1947 (from UK)



National holiday: Pakistan Day, 23 March (1956) (proclamation of
the republic)

Constitution: 10 April 1973, suspended 5 July 1977, restored with
amendments 30 December 1985

Suffrage: 21 years of age; universal; separate electorates and
reserved parliamentary seats for non-Muslims

Flag: green with a vertical white band (symbolizing the role of
religious minorities) on the hoist side; a large white crescent and
star are centered in the green field; the crescent, star, and color
green are traditional symbols of Islam

Economy

Industries: textiles, food processing, beverages, construction
materials, clothing, paper products, shrimp



Agriculture: 24% of GDP; world's largest contiguous irrigation
system; major crops - cotton, wheat, rice, sugarcane, fruits,
vegetables; livestock products - milk, beef, mutton, eggs

Illicit drugs: major illicit producer of opium and hashish for the
international drug trade; remains world's third largest opium
producer (160 metric tons in 1994); major center for processing
Afghan heroin and key transit area for Southwest Asian heroin
moving to Western market

Transportation

Railroads:
total: 8,773 km

Highways:
total: 177,410 km

Pipelines: crude oil 250 km; petroleum products 885 km; natural
gas 4,044 km (1987)



Ports: Gwadar, Karachi, Ormaro (under construction), Port
Muhammad bin Qasim

Airports:
total: 119

Defence Forces

Branches: Army, Navy, Air Force, Civil Armed Forces, National
Guard, paramilitary/security forces
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